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GENEVA — BATTLEFIELD 
IN EAST-WEST WARFARE 


The communists have worked for more than a month now to make the Geneva conference 
the scene of a victory in their continuing warfare against the free world. Despite the diplomatic 
protocol, the mood of Geneva is that of the battlefield where the issues are greater and the 
fighting more intense than they have been at Dien Bien Phu, Indochina. 


The communists have been preparing for this battle at least since the middle of March. 
The Soviet magazine "New Times", of March 20, 1954, set forth one major line of attack 
which has been developed during the past month. 


The "New Times" stated: "France is faced with the alternative: either continuation of the 
‘dirty war' which must inevitably weaken her and increase her dependence on the U. S. A. or an 
honorable peace based on respect for the interests of the Indochina peoples." 


The "Daily Worker", of March 31, 1954, writing on the Geneva conference, stated the 
case in more general terms: “The world wants a further easing of tension. It sees a real chance 
to end the Indochina war and increase East-West trade. The cry comes with terrific power from 
people in every corner of the globe." 


Party Line Supported by International Groups 


On the same day, Radio Moscow reported that the executive bureau of the World Federa- 
tion of Trade Unions, meeting in Vienna, had expressed its support of the Geneva conference to 
be held “with the participation of the Chinese People's Republic, which will thus rightly take 
its place among the Great Powers to help the peaceful settlement of the Korean question and to 
discuss the question of restoring peace in Indochina. 


"Welcoming this decision (to hold the Geneva conference) on behalf of over 80 million 
members, the WFTU declares its unconditional support for the peoples of Indochina who are 
striving to restore peace, freedom and national independence." 


The Bureau of the World Peace Council (WPC), which met in Vienna March 28 to 30, also 
supported the Geneva conference, according to an editorial in "Pravda", of April 4, 1954. 
"Pravda" said the WPC was "in favor of the Five Great Powers jointly with other interested 
countries coming to an agreement on universal security in the Far East. This security can be 








assured by normalizing relationships among all countries of Asia, whose independence would be 
recognized and whose security guaranteed." 


European — Far Eastern Security Tied Together 


"Izvestia", of April 6, 1954, in an editorial, declared: "A feeling of universal respon- 
sibility for the maintenance of peace is uniting the peoples of Europe to an ever increasing 
extent. They are rejecting the division of Europe into hostile military groupings. 


"The duty of every man and woman in Europe is clear today: to inflict a defeat on EDC 
(European Defense Community) and war, to assure peace in Europe. Clear too is the action of 
peace-loving forces in relation to easing tension and strengthening peace in Asia. As stated by 
the WPC (World Peace Council) Bureau, public opinion can exert a decisive influence on the 
progress of the forthcoming Geneva conference." 


In preparing public opinion to support the communist side in Geneva, their propagandists 
have been saying that the United States opposes any easing of world tension. The "Daily 
Worker", of March 31, 1954, stated: “Only Washington refuses this chance for easing of tension 
and world peace. It moves toward ‘more serious risks of war’. 


Continuing emphasis upon Soviet plans for security in Europe as well as on the Geneva 
conference, "Pravda", of April 19, 1954, repeated often-made charges that the United States is 
interested in military affairs, not peace. It stated: "It is not accidental that the United States 
rejected the Soviet proposals on the withdrawal of forces from Germany at the Berlin conference. 
U. S. diplomacy resorts to all sorts of tricks to justify maintenance of American military bases 
and Armed Forces on the territories of West Germany, Britain, France and French colonies." 


The communists' preparation for the Geneva conference, of which these excerpts are but a 
very small sample, has been much more extensive and much better organized than their efforts 
prior to the earlier Berlin conference. They undoubtably see in the device of the international 
conference a means to further.their political warfare against the West. If the Geneva conference 
brings them success, instead of defeat, they can be expected to clamor for more international 
conferences, the next one probably to deal with Europe. 


EAST EUROPEAN PEOPLES 
COMMUNIZED THROUGH BOOKS 


A new and immediate problem has arisen for those fighting for the liberation of the East 
European countries from Soviet domination as the result of a flood of Russian books now going 
into the satellite countries . 


UNESCO reports that the number of books translated from Russian in 1951-52 were: 
Bulgaria, 581; Hungary, 231; Poland, 909; Czechoslovakia, 990; and Albania, 28. These 
figures probably do not include translations of Russian school books used in satellite educational 
systems. 


Students in these countries are motivated to study Russian textbooks in order to rise in the 
professions and through the books they learn to absorb communist ideas. A list of types of books 
translated indicates fields where communist ideas are being promoted. They are: philosophy, 
religion and theology, law, social science, education, natural and exact sciences, applied 
sciences, sports, literature, history, geography and biography. 


The spread of Russian-Communist books into the satellites poses a serious threat to 
liberation forces for ideas of freedom in these countries can be kept alive only by word of mouth 
or by radio broadcasts or by books smuggled into these countries. The increased distribution of 
communist books in still free countries such as India and Japan must be viewed as a threat to 
forces which would keep these countries free. 
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MOTION PICTURES AND THEATER: 
MEANS OF NEW “CULTURAL” OFFENSIVE 


Communists are stepping up production of both Russian and Red Chinese motion pictures 
for distribution in South East Asia, according to Theodore C. Streibert, director, U. S. In- 
formation Agency. In other countries, especially in Italy and the United States, they are en- 
couraging films and plays which tell any part of their story. 


Key to the objective of this new "cultural" offensive was given by Harry Raymond, writing 
in the April 6, 1954 issue of the "Daily Worker" when he stated: "The theater has power to move 
people — to change their lives." 


Currently the "Daily Worker" is promoting a film called "Salt of the Earth" which opened 
last month at the Grande Theater in New York City and which its producer, Paul Jarrico, says 
will open in the future in Silver City, New Mexico and in Mexico City, Mexico. 


The "Daily Worker" of March 28, 1954, said the film follows events in the 15-month 
Empire Zinc strike in 1951-52 and that the film was sponsored by the Mine, Mill and Smelter 
Workers Union — "a union the ClO leaders expelled in 1949 because it was too left for them." 


Similar Films Encouraged 


George Morris, writing in the March 28, 1954 "Daily Worker" criticized films made by 
the International Ladies Garment Workers Union and by the ClO Steel Workers, but en- 
couraged films similar to "Salt of the Earth." 


He stated the possibilities for such films were limitless and added: "There is a tremendous 
reservoir among the film professionals who are with labor and as ‘Salt of the Earth' proved, there 


is a vast reservoir of talent in the working class itself. ‘Salt of the Earth' is a challenge others 
should take up." 


Live theater productions also are encouraged by the "Daily Worker." Writing in the 
April 6, 1954 issue, Harry Raymond states: "It seems to me that progressive New Yorkers, es- 
pecially trade unionists, who recognize that the live theater — whose function is the reflection 
of reality, the illumination of social living and relationships — should give greater support to 
the new development of off-Broadway drama. 


"The Village Mews Theater, Actors Mobile Theater, and Tempo Players are striving to 
give good plays deeply performed. They are raising the theater out of its abstraction. The trade 
union and progressive movement needs this revitalized theater. This theater needs backing of 
progressive trade unionism." 


Soviets Praise Italian Film-Makers 


The Soviet-Communists, as well, have been turning more and more attention to motion 
pictures as a means for spreading their story. In an article on "Italy's Progressive Cinema", 
the Soviet magazine "New Times", of December 26, 1953, identified Guiseppe De Santis as 
"this young communist film director of 'Tragic Hunt', ‘Bitter Rice’ and 'No Peace Under the 
Olives' which reflect the life and struggles of the working people." 


The "New Times" also praised Vittario De Sica, producer of "Umberto D", "The Bicycle 
Thieves" and "Miracle in Milan" and stated: "The young realistic film art of Italy has indeed 
taken the right path: it is championing the interests of the working people, fighting against 
clerical obscurantism and the murky wave of propaganda of the American way of life and for 


the preservation of the national culture and art, for national independence, democracy and 
peace." 








Most of these Italian films have appeared at art film theaters in the United States. And 
now that U. S. television stations are showing an increasing demand for films for telecasting, 
many U. S. film buyers are looking to the Italian film industry as a source of supply. Com- 
munists and "progressives" can be expected to try to slip as many of their approved fi Ims as 
possible among those bought for telecasting in the U. S. 


The communists apparently hope that as the result of this new "cultural" offensive they 
will be able to get their subversive ideas of social relationships across to free peoples under the 
cloak of entertainment. 


THE BIRTH OF A COMMUNIST PARTY 


In an article called "Guatemala's communists — Their Place in Nation's Life", the 
"Daily Worker", of April 8, 1954, presents its view of what might be called the birth of a 
Communist Party . 


The article is the story of Jose M. Fortuny, who, at 38 years of age, is "one of the 
founders of the Guatemalan Republic and general secretary of the Workers Party, the party of 
the Guatemalan communists." 


Fortuny, the "Daily Worker" said, originally belonged to the Popular Liberation Front 
Party, but "when this party began to talk anti-communist, Fortuny broke with it and formed 
the Spapintiennes Action Party (PAR), now the largest in Guatemala. Fortuny was its general 
secretary for a time." 


Then in 1945 “Fortuny read the ‘History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union’. 
From that moment he and his friends read every piece of Marxist literature they could lay 
their hands on." 


Marxist Weekly Published 


The article continues: "The achievements of socialism and the experience of their own 
country caused them to become increasingly dissatisfied with the capitalist party to which they 
had belonged. They began to realize that what Guatemala needed was a party of the working 
class based on the principles of Marxism-Leninism. 


"In June 1950 they began to publish the Marxist weekly, 'Octubre'. The Communist 
Party entered the Guatemalan scene and soon began to attract the most advanced workers and 
peasants to its ranks. Thus the Party was born, not at a command from abroad, but as part of 
the struggle of the Guatemalan people for democracy and national liberation. The Parry is as 
native to Guatemala as coffee and corn." 3 


Today, Guatemala is run by a united front composed of four political parties: Party of 
Guatemalan Revolution, National Reform Party of Guatemala, Revolutionary Action Party of 
Guatemala, and the Guatemalan Workers (communist) Party. 


The extent of communist influence, if not outright control, in Guatemala is indicated by 
the position of another communist, Victor Manuel Gutierrez, who is general secretary of the 
General Confederation of Workers of Guatemala (CGTG). 


CTGT Formed In 1951 


The "Daily Worker", of March 31, 1954, states that the CGTG was formed in 1951, just 
a year after the Communist Party appeared in Guatemala, and now is affiliated with the Con- 
federation of Latin American Workers (CTAL) and with the World Federation of Trade Unions. 
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The "Daily Worker" reports that the Executive Council of the American Federation of 
Labor recently wrote a letter to President Arbenz, of Guatemala, asking that he purge alleged 
communists. Concerning this letter, Gutierrez declared: "It is based on a false idea. They 
want the President to. institute political discrimination and launch a McCarthyite witch hunt. 
They offer insincere support to our government while seeking to divide our labor movement. 
The workers of Guatemala are against such a policy." 


Instead, Gutierrez said: "One of our chief aspirations is to maintain close fraternal re- 
lations with the workers of the U. S. We hope they will aid us with effective solidarity in our 
struggles." 


This story of the birth of the Communist Party of Guatemala and its rapid rise in influence 
in the government appears somewhat over-simplified. It does indicate, however, the important 
role Marxist-Leninist publications play in gaining recruits for communism. The publication of 
newspapers and magazines, in turn, is the first step taken by a new Communist Party to prepare 
the way for further expansion. 


RUSSIANS SEEK TO BUILD UNITY WITH UKRAINIANS 


The U. S. S. R. Ministry of Culture and the Moscow City Soviet Executive Committee 
have announced an open contest for the best model for a monument to commemorate the 300th 
anniversary "of the reunification of the Ukraine with Russia", according to "Izvestia" of 
February 5, 1954. 


The monument is to go up at the Kiev Station Square in Moscow “to portray the fraternal 
union and inviolable, eternal friendship between Ukrainian and Russian peoples", the newspaper 
said. Prizes will be first: 50,000 rubles; second: 30,000 rubles; third: 20,000 rubles; and five 
honorable mentions of 10,000 rubles each. 


A few days after this announcement, the Soviet humor magazine "Crocodile", of 
February 10, 1954, followed the fraternal union theme in a cartoon showing "Muscovites in 
Kiev" riding in automobiles and "Kievites in Moscow" riding motorcycles. 


It is obvious the Russians fear Ukrainian nationalism and are attempting to woo the 
Ukrainians whom they for many years have subjugated as a nation but have still not been able to 
conquer as a people. The Ukrainian spirit of freedom and its desire for independence has been 
the cause of great concern to the Russians. The Russians know that if the Ukrainians are not fully 
subdued or Russianized, they will again seek liberation at the first opportunity as they did in 
World War | and World War II. Also as the Ukrainians go, so go the other non-Russian nations 
within the Soviet Union. It is predicted that the Russians will also attempt to woo the other non- 
Russian people and nations in the manner they are now attempting with the Ukrainians. 


WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS 
LAUNCHES "UNITY OF ACTION" CAMPAIGN 


American trade unionists active in the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
can expect increased competition from the WFTU as the result of resolutions adopted by its 
Executive Bureau to launch a "unity of action" campaign. 


Radio Moscow, of April 1, 1954, reports that at a meeting in Vienra the Executive Bureau 
decided to recommend "that all national centers, international trade union affiliates, and the 
trade unions and all the workers: Act in accordance with the decisions of the third World Trade 
Union Congress in defense of unity of action between the trade unions of all tendencies." 


The Executive Bureau of the WFTU also directed a commission to draft a charter of 
trade union rights of workers; the commission to meet in Vienna in June 1954 and to publish the 
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draft charter by July 1, 1954. The General Council of the WFTU will meet in November 1954 
to confirm the charter, according to Radio Moscow. 


This trend away from independent action, and in the direction of a "United Front" with 
free unions, is an important tactical move. Unions everywhere may expect stepped-up 
communist efforts at infiltration. 


DA!LY WORKER CAMPAIGN GAINS SUBSCRIPTIONS 


The “Daily Worker" and its Sunday edition "The Worker", have begun an intensive 
campaign to regain some of the circulation they have lost since 1949. 


Writing in “Political Affairs", of January 1954, William Z. Foster, leader of the Com- 
munist Party, U. S. A., disclosed that as the result of anti-communist efforts circulation of 
"The Worker" had dropped from 84,000 in 1949 to 27,500 in January 1954 while circulation of 
the "Daily Worker" had fallen from 22,500 to about 10,000 in the same period. 


Foster added: “The aim is to restore in 1954 the average circulation of 'The Worker' to 
32,000 and of the ‘Daily Worker’ to 11,000." 


The "Daily Worker", of March 31, 1954, reports progress in this campaign. By that date 
subscriptions from Bridgeport, Stamford and New Haven had pushed Connecticut up to 80 per 
cent of its subscription quota. Illinois, aided by 75 subscriptions gathered at a conferenée in 
Chicago, had reached the half-way mark. New Jersey, Manhattan and Brooklyn had not yet 
reached 50 per cent of their quotas. 


Circulation figures of these two newspapers are of more than passing interest since they 
are indicators of Communist Party strength and the locations of CP concentration. 


IS COLOMBIA NEXT ON CP'S LIST IN LATIN AMERICA? 


The "Worker", of March 28, 1954, reports: “Colombian labor is now emerging from 
another period of terror, that of the regime of Laureano Gomez, deposed last June 13 by the 
Colombian Army under Gen. Rojas Pinilla. 


"Though the killings that featured the Gomez period have ceased, union freedom still 
does not exist. The government exercises rigid control over union meetings, agendas, election 
of officers and all activities. But as Colombian labor fights for freedom, it gains strength." 


MAY DAY PLANS BIG; PERFORMANCE ?? ? 


The May Day celebration in New York City this year was scheduled to be one which would 
be heard all over the world. 


The “Daily Worker", of March 31, reported that "Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, militant 
communist leader" was urging capacity attendance at a May Day planning conference to be 
held at the Yugoslav Hall, 405 W. 41st Street, New York City on April 3. 


Miss Flynn stated that “a great turnout of rank and file delegates and observers from trade 
unions and community organizations would be the best guarantee that American labor's real 
voice will be heard on May Day 1954, would be the best evidence that we are standing up, 
fighting for our rights." 


The a 5 "Daily Worker" reported that "210 delegates, rank and file members of AFL, 
CIO and independent unions as well as community and fraternal organizations, met Saturday 
(April 3) and drafted plans for the 60th anniversary celebration of May Day." 
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Resolutions Adopted 


The group adopted resolutions (1) for an increase in unemployment insurance, (2) on 
peace, and (3) denouncing McCarthy. Greetings were read from "Louis Saillant, general 
secretary, World Federation of Trade Unions; Di Vittorio, general secretary, Italian General 
Federation of Labor; and Tai Joyu, president, All-China Federation of Trade Unions." 


All did not go smoothly at the meeting, however. It was reported that on March 16 the 
Provisional Committee ahead te City for use of Union Square Park and were told that the Union 
Square Businessmen's Association already had requested the Square from 12 noon to 2 p.m. on 
May Day. The Provisional Committee asked again on March 22, and the Department of Parks 
turned down the application for an appointment to talk about use of the Square on May Day. 


The "Daily Worker" continued: "The delegates resolved on a determined fight for a 
permit to demonstrate May Day and gave officers power to select another day, April 29 or 
April 30 if the fight for May 1 failed." 


"Among those who addressed the delegates were William L. Patterson, executive secretary, 
Civil Rights Congress; Morris Davis and Zue Reibman, of the Labor Youth League; Elizabeth 


Gurley Flynn, militant communist leader; and Bill Mardo, executive secretary of the May Day 
Committee ." 


U. S. COMMUNISTS TELL CANADIANS: 
"THESE ARE STORMY TIMES OF STRUGGLE FOR COMMUNISTS" 


The "Daily Worker", of March 30, 1954, reports that the National Committee Com- 
munist Party, U. S. A., send greetings to the Progressive Party of Canada, which stated: 
"These are stormy times of struggle for communist parties. 


"The capitalist class, realizing the deep crisis of its system and the tremendous growth of 
socialism, grows more and more frantic and desperate in its attempts to divide and hamstring 
the working class and the people generally with the hoax of the Big Lie. 


"But to no avail. Capitalism is bankrupt and the future belongs to socialism. One-third 
of the world's population is now either living under socialism or is entering that road. Our 
people, too, will one day — not too far off — choose that path." 


The greetings were signed by William Foster, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and Pettis Perry. 


COMMUNISTS DISCOVER NEW WESTERN PHILOSOPHY 


In reviewing the April 1954 issue of "Communist", Radio Moscow, of Apri! 6, disclosed 
that the communists have discovered the new Western philosophy "semantics". 
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Semantics, of course, is the study of word meanings and word use in order to clarify what 
words and phrases really mean; it is a study to make language more understandable. 


The communists, however, have unmasked semantics as "the idealistic philosophy of 
capitalist countries which is one of the fashionable trends of present day subjective idealism 
serving the interests of imperialist reaction. 


"The object of this philosophy is to give active help to the enemies of peace, democracy, 
and socialism, and to distract the masses from the struggle against imperialism." 


The violence of the attack against semantics indicates that even the top communists 
know that communist propaganda, including its use of words like "democracy", "peace", 
and "imperialism", will not stand up under close examination. 


"Permission to quote all or any part of Freedom's Facts 
is granted if context is preserved and 


credit given." 





